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17 Delaying Repentance

What does Tawbah mean”
“To return..”
Gells o) (oJla3 il Lomna (e £ sl (o0 Lyl
Tawbah is turning back from disobeying Allah to obeying Him.
Sins weaken the heart in pursuing what is in its

best interest. It strengthens the desire to disobey
and weakens the desire to repent.
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And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers,
that you might succeed.

Qur’an 24:31
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Indeed, Allah loves those who are constantly repentant and loves
those who purity themselves.”

Qur’an 2:222
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And those who, when they commit an immorality or wrong
themselves [by transgression], remember Allah and seek
forgiveness for their sins - and who can forgive sins except
Allah ? - and [who] do not persist in what they have done
while they know.

Qur’an 3:135
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Those - their reward is forgiveness from their Lord
and gardens beneath which rivers flow [in

Paradise], wherein they will abide eternally; and
excellent is the reward of the [righteous] workers.

Qur’an 3:136
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And whoever does a wrong or wrongs himself but then seeks
forgiveness of Allah will find Allah Forgiving and Mercitul.

Qur'an 4:110
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Anas ibn Malik reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, said, “Allah is more delighted by the
repentance of his servant than if one of you were to find his

camel after he had lost it in the desert wilderness.”

Source: Sahih Bukhari 5950, Sahih Muslim 2747
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Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, said, “By Him in whose hand is my soul,
if you did not sin Allah would replace you with people who would
sin and they would seek the forgiveness of Allah and He would

".forgive them

Source: Sahih Muslim 2749
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AT-TAWWAB

THE ACCEPTOR OF REPENTANCE

The One who beckons for our return.

The One who repeatedly turns mankind toward repentance.
The One who forgives those who return to goodness. The One
who restores to grace those who repent.

The One who rewards good deeds. The One who forgives those
who forgive others.
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Allah wants to accept your repentance, but those who follow
[their] passions want you to digress [into] a great deviation.
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And Allah wants to lighten for you [your difficulties]; and
mankind was created weak.
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On the authority of Anas (may Allah be pleased with him), who said:
| heard the Messenger of Allah (&) say: Allah the Almighty said: O

son of Adam, so long as you call upon Me and ask of Me, | shall
forgive you for what you have done, and | shall not mind. O son of
Adam, were your sins to reach the clouds of the sky and were you
then to ask forgiveness of Me, | would forgive you. O son of Adam,
were you to come to Me with sins nearly as great as the earth ana
were you then to face Me, ascribing no partner to Me, | would bring
you forgiveness nearly as great as it.

It was related by at-Tirmidhi (also by Ahmad ibn Hanbal). Its chain of
authorities is sound.
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Abu Musa reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings
be upon him, said, “Verily, Allah the Exalted stretches
out his hand by night for those who repent until the
coming of the day, and he stretches out his hand by
day for those who repent until the coming of the night.
This will be until the sun rises from the west.”

Source: Sahih Muslim 2759
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Sincere Repentance: Must meet five conditions (in order to be accepted),
which are:

1. Sincerity to Allah, the Most High: This is by the person doing it only for the
sake of Allah and seeking His reward and salvation from His punishment.

2. Remorse: for the sin that was committed, such that he is sad he did it and
wishes he had never done |it.

3. Ceasing: to commit the sin immediately. If the sin was against Allah, then he
should (1) stop doing it if it was an unlawful act, or (2) hasten to do it if it was an
obligation that he abandoned doing. And if the sin was against a created being
(such as humans), then he should hasten to free himself from it, whether by
returning it back to him or seeking his forgiveness and pardon.

4. Determination: to not go back to doing that sin again in the future.

5. The repentance should not occur before the time when its acceptance is
terminated, either by death or by the sun rising from the west. Allah says:
“Repentance is of no effect for those who commit sins constantly until when
death faces one of them, he says: Verily | repent now.” The Prophet ( sallAllaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever repents before the sun rises from its west,
Allah will accept his repentance.” [Reported by Muslim]
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It is reported that ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘Gd — Allah be pleased with

him — said:

Do not be hasty in praising people or blaming them, for perhaps

what pleases yo
tomorrow, and perhr

U from a person today will displease you

aps what displeases you today, will please

you tomorrow. Indeed, people change. It is Allah who forgives

the sins. Ar
meets him th
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IS more merciful to his servant the day he
other who lays out a bed for her child in an

of land and feels [the ground]: if there is a risk of
being stung, it will be her instead of him (her child), and if there is
a risk of being pricked by a thorn, it will be her instead of him.

Al-Bayhaqt, Shu‘ab Al-Iman article 6177, and others.
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Hujjatul-Islam [Imam Ghazalf] rahimahullah (may
Allah have mercy upon him) explains: “Just as you
have taken returning to sins as a habit, then also take
returning to tawba as a habit, because through tawba
you expiate your past sins, and it Is very possible that
you may have the fortune to die while in a state of
tawba”.
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Du’a
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‘O Allah, | ask you for guidance, righteousness, chastity, and
independence.”

Source: Sahih Muslim 2721



